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     A Singing, Ringing 2008 for CoG                

need to seek out and invite them.  And while we 
are at it, let’s concentrate on the 35-55 age range.  
These men have finished raising their kids and are 
looking for a hobby, something to do other than 
sitting in front of the television every night. How 
many times have we heard, “I wish I would have 
started this many years ago?” 
 
 Let's find these men and invite them in. 
Let's have a goal of 65 active singers on the risers 
by December 31, 2008.  Let's make it happen!
            Allen WeitzAllen WeitzAllen WeitzAllen Weitz    

    

       
 
   Ethel and I will be hosting the 
USS Murphy reunion in Roch-
ester this coming August.   
The COG and Cornerstone en-
tertained us 10 years ago  in 

1998.  The program and entertainment has been 
on the minds of all who attended then and many 
are looking forward to exposure to CoG  provid-
ing great harmony and fun again.  This past No-
vember we were entertained by the Surftones, a 
quartet from the Daytona Beach area.   They were 
pretty good but not up to Rochester's quality. 
  
     We will be in further contact as our plans take 
shape.  We of  the DD 603 Sailors Organization 
all hope your holiday seasons, both Thanksgiving 
and Christmas, were all you could hope for and 
even more!  Bud Meech 

My New Year's Wish   
                          Allen Weitz 
 
        Happy New Year! As most of 
us do, I wish the new year to be bet-
ter than the last. In regards to the 

chapter, if we do the same things, the same way, 
sing at the same venues, and just put in the “same 
old tape,” we will get the same results. Like many 
other leaders, when a new one is issued in, they 
usually come up with a new motto or slogan. 
My slogan for 2008 is: Let's Make History, Not 
Repeat It! 
 
       Let's face it, we have to try different things to 
get different  results. I'm not suggesting that past 
results were bad.  Just look at how many times we 
were “The Champs of Senecaland.”  However,  it 
has been a little while since we won, and the bar 
has been raised. Also, we are no longer attract-
ing new members as we used to. Our fly paper 
has lost it's stick. 
 
       As I stated in last month's article, we need 
new singers.   My  preference would be basses. 
Most championship choruses are made up of   
65% basses, 25% leads, 10% baritones, and 5% 
tenors. Listen around you! Do you hear any low 
speaking voices or someone humming in the store 
in a lower octave?  How about in church? Is   
there anyone sitting close to you singing in the 
low range? Let's be proactive! We cannot wait for 
a potential member to walk in by himself. We 
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The Chorus of the Genesee meets each Tuesday evening at 
7:00 p.m. at Harmony House, 58 Main Street, Webster, NY. 
Visitors may call the Barbershop Hotline at (585) 265-9540.  

 

2007 Chapter Officers 
President..........................................................Bill Wise 
VP Chapter Dev..............................................Marty Olschewske 
VP Music/Perf........................ .......................Dick Wood 
Program VP………………….. .…………….Jack Ernisse 
Secretary………………..…..……………….Jack Simpson 
Treasurer.........................................................Bob Mayeu 
Publicity………………………………… ….Jack Thomas 
Immediate Past President...............................Bob Campbell 
Service Chairman............................................Fred Hindom 
Bulletin Editor...................................... ……..Allan Muskopf 
Board of Directors:…………. Brian Moore, Bob Statt, 
Len Paganelli, Mike Root, Bob Wiley, Chuck Dittmar 
Music Director................................................Allen Weitz 

  Important Dates from Smilin’ Jack  
 

Community Chorus  
 

 The next Community Chorus pro-
gram has been planned for Thursday, January 10, 
at the AHEPA67 Residential Center located at 100 
Ahepa Circle in Webster.  Arrive by  6:30 P.M.  
Performance at 7 P.M.  Ahepa Circle is approxi-
mately 20 minutes or less from Harmony House 
heading West on Ridge Road.  Additional informa-
tion, including uniform and map, will be available 
at our next rehearsal on Tuesday, January 8.  Post-
ers have been put up in the Center and residents 
have been encouraged to invite their families and 
friends to this performance. In addition, posters 
have been placed in two nearby residential areas 
inviting them to join us. Refreshments will be 
served at the conclusion of the program. Some of 
the Ahepa residents attended last year’s Spring 
Concert and those who didn't are anxiously await-
ing our appearance.  Please plan to participate if at 
all possible as the Center Staff has put a major ef-
fort into this performance. 
  
Pot Luck Supper  

The first Pot Luck Supper for the new year 
is Tuesday, January 8.  We eat at approximately 
6:15.  All members are invited to attend with their 
wives/significant others.  Just bring a dish to 
pass.  The Genny's will meet after the dinner. 

 Guest Chorus Night   
On Tuesday, January 22, members of the 

Amadeus Chorale will be joining us at our re-
hearsal to learn about barbershop singing. It will 
be the first experience for many of these young 
men to attend our rehearsal. Please wear your 
chorus red, black and white striped shirt. Slacks 
are optional. 
  
St. Patrick’s Day Dinner  

Mark your calendar to save the date of 
Saturday, March 15, for our annual St Patrick's 
Day Dinner. Quartets will be providing the enter-
tainment.  
                   Smilin’ JackSmilin’ JackSmilin’ JackSmilin’ Jack    

    

    

     Singing Valentines 2008  
                       Jason Weitz 
 
Singing Valentines is one of our 
major fund raisers for the chorus. 
We will be delivering these singing 

messages filled with love on February 12, 13, and 
14 with a long-stemmed rose and a card for only 
$40;  $50 on Valentines Day. This day in Febru-
ary should be the only day of the year that the re-
cipient will never forget because of the loving 
message that they will receive.   So please mark 
your calendars for those dates! 
  

Coach Pethic will organize the quartets. 
He needs to know your availability to sing in a 
quartet and your schedule. If you can’t sing in a 
quartet, please let me know if you are able to help 
in any other way. 
  
  It is critical that we sell as many orders as 
possible so quartets can be singing instead of just 
sitting around.  Many members are taking time 
off from work to help the chorus.    Please help by 
getting involved.  Further details will come out in 
the February Genescene. 
  
 Jason Weitz ,Coordinator,  Singing Valentines 
Committee 
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  Thoughts From the Bobservation Post  
                         Bob Lewis 
 
 If you didn’t attend the annual 
Christmas Party, I feel sorry for you, 
because it was a good time for all.  
Not only great food and before dinner 

snacks, but it was a wonderful time to talk and get 
to know the significant others of our chorus mem-
bers.  My thanks to all who worked to bring an-
other Christmas Party to its glorious reality.  
  
 Congratulations to Al Weitz for being se-
lected Barbershopper of the Year for 2007.  Al 
has certainly worked hard for the chorus and for 
himself.  He has come a long way in his directing 
skills and in connecting with the chorus.  Great 
job, Al!  Keep up the good work.  Remember, 
there is always room for growth and improvement.  
I personally feel you will grow not only with the 
chorus but in your personal life, as well.  To those 
who were on the list of possible winners, my heart-
felt thanks for all that you have done for the CoG.  
Each one of you was deserving of the BOTY 
honor.  Keep up the good work.  Without you CoG 
would be a lot less than it is today. 
 
 Bill Wise, you have set a goal that will be 
hard for others to attain.  Jingle-bell award for the 
second time.  Wow!  What more can I say?  And 
to Bob Coant,  thanks for another thoughtful pres-
entation. 
   
 It was wonderful to see Jerry Dunn and Bill 
Evans at the party.  I know we all wish them the 
very best and will keep them in our daily prayers.  
“Good to see you guys.” Let’s remember, there are 
other members that need our prayers and help.  
Please keep them in your hearts.  If there is a way 
to help them, I know you will not hesitate to vol-
unteer your assistance.  After all, that’s what the 
CoG is all about! 
 
 Joe Bradbury, you did an exemplar job in 
the instillation of officers.  Short, sweet and to the 
point.  Thanks, Joe! 
 

 Have you attended the sing outs?  I was 
able to attend the Eastview Mall and Strong 
Hospital ones.  It was a great time and even 
though I could not stay for the food at the hospi-
tal (I understand it was wonderful and low-cal, 
of course) comments from the audience and the 
anticipation and waiting to hear us sing makes 
these performances really worth while. 
 
 Soup-night and caroling was another 
great time.  The weather certainly co-operated 
and the folks of Webster were very apprecia-
tive, especially the folks, at that special house, 
on Dunning Avenue, not only with a concert 
from the porch, but with the mulled cider we 
received as their appreciation for our singing.  
Wow!  As for the soup, it was wonderful.  We 
all appreciate the effort by Joe and Penny and 
their helpers for the wonderful aromas and terri-
fic taste that we experienced on Tuesday night. 
 
 I was sorry I could not make the Mid-
town sing out.  I understand it was a great suc-
cess.  The  chorus had a wonderful turnout and 
was appreciated by all who stopped by to hear 
them sing.  We also had three quartets. Now 
that in itself is something to shout about.  And 
with media exposure, we certainly had a won-
derful opportunity to show the area who we are 
and what we stand for. 
 
 This is only a rumor, but during conver-
sations with friends and acquaintances, I have 
been told that young people are starting to ap-
preciate the Big Band Sound of our era.  Would-
n’t that be exciting?  Barbershoppping could 
take on a whole new meaning! 
 
 I know by the time this is published, the 
holidays will be only a memory, but from 
Marcia and I, we hope 2008 will bring you 
much joy and love. Yours in Harmony and God 
bless you all. 
 
    Bob Lewis, The Bobservation Reporter 
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Musical Minutiae 
Dave Kester 

“Have Yourself…” one of the saddest 
Christmas songs of the twentieth cen-
tury. 
 

     The heart warming Christmas song Have 
Yourself A Merry Little Christmas was immor-
talized by Judy Garland when she sang this song 
to Margaret O'Brien and brought tears to the eyes 
of the audience. The version recently sung by the 
Chorus of the Genesee at Rochester’s Midtown 
Plaza was only slightly less teary since it was the 
last performance at the soon to be razed historical 
edifice. 
 
     The song first appeared in the 1944 musical 

film Meet Me in St. Louis, in 
which a family is distraught by 
the father's plans to move to 
New York City for a job promo-
tion, leaving behind their be-

loved home in St. Louis. In a scene set on Christ-
mas Eve of 1903, Judy Garland's character, 
Esther, sings the song to cheer up her despondent 
five-year-old sister, Tootie, played by Margaret 
O'Brien. 
 
   When presented with the original draft, Garland 
and others criticized the song as depressing, with 
lines such as “Have yourself a merry little Christ-
mas / It may be your last / Next year we may all 
be living in the past” and “Faithful friends who 
were dear to us / will be near to us no more”. Judy 
was quoted as saying, “If I sing that to sweet little 
Margaret they’ll think I’m a monster!” Though he 
initially resisted, songwriter Hugh Martin made 
several changes to make the song more upbeat. 
For example, the lines “It may be your last / Next 
year we may all be living in the past” became 
"Let your heart be light / Next year all our trou-
bles will be out of sight”. Garland's version of the 
song became popular among troops serving in 
World War II. Her performance at the Hollywood 
Canteen brought many soldiers to tears.  
 
   Merry Little Christmas still vies for the top spot 
as the nation’s most popular Christmas song. This 

year it was second only to the most 
beloved favorite The Christmas 
Song (Chestnuts roasting on an open 
fire) in ASCAP’s annual list of the 

most performed holiday songs. The credit for 
much of its  immortality goes to Frank Sinatra. 
There was only a modest market for Christmas 
pop at the time the movie was released in 1944 
and the song seemed destined to languish as a 
beloved show tune that couldn't quite make it to 
''standard.'' Then, in 1957, Frank Sinatra, who'd 
already cut a lovely version with the movie's 
bittersweet lyrics in 1947, came to Martin with 
a request for yet another pick-me-up. ''He called 
to ask if I would rewrite the ‘muddle through 
somehow’ line,'' says the songwriter. ''He said, 
'The name of my album is A Jolly Christmas. 
Do you think you could jolly up that line for 
me?''' Not about to give the Chairman any lip, 
Martin made several cheerier alterations, shift-
ing the happiness into the present tense and 
changing that ''muddle through'' line to ''Hang a 
shining star upon the highest bough.'' The pep-
pier Sinatra version turned the song into a 
Christmas perennial. It has since been recorded 
more than 500 times. Hugh Martin, still around 
at age 92 wonders who will be bugging him 
next about changing the song. 
 
    Recently, more and more singers have been 
opting for the darker words. The newest version 
was cut by James Taylor who wanted to be 
faithful to the Meet Me in St. Louis tone in the 
wake of 9/11. He recorded ''Merry Little Christ-
mas'' in fall 2001 and released it to radio soon 
after (it's included on his new James Taylor at 
Christmas album, released in 2006). “It's as 
though people were suddenly experiencing eve-
rything on a deeper level for a while,” says the 
singer, who was intrigued to learn that the song 
was penned during WWII. Though Martin has 
said he wasn't consciously writing about war-
time separations, he “would be very surprised if 
Taylor wasn't somehow influenced by the mood 
of missing people over the holidays and hoping 
like hell that they would be home next Christ-
mas, if not this one.” In times of strife, we 
“muddle through,” as the lyric says.  
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         THE PREZ SAYS  . . . . . 
 
 Wishing everyone a happy 
and healthy New Year.  “Thank 
you’s” go out to those guys who sold 

valentines, show Ads/tickets and shrimp.  Thanks 
for those who clean and maintain Harmony House, 
the bartenders, our chorus manager, our music li-
brarian.  Thanks to those who audit (big job) our 
Treasurer’s books and thanks to Little Bobby for 
everything he does.  Thanks to the Music Team 
leadership, section leaders, and last but not least, 
our director and his band of helpers.  Thanks to 
Jack Thomas, Jack Simpson, and Jack Ernisse, 
three key people who have always been there.  If 
you ever played poker you generally need a pair of 
Jacks to open a hand.  I couldn’t think of a better 
three of a kind any place, any time, any where.  
One keeps me straight, one keeps us and the public 
informed, and last, but not least, one provides us 
with entertainment on Tuesday night and provides 
us with a mystery every now and then. 
 
 Thanks to our Young People in Harmony 
crew.  They are working with our future!  Thanks 
to our shrimp crew, the unloaders, sellers and crew 
chief, Howie Low.  Big thanks to Bill McCormick 
for finding and coordinating the price and delivery. 
 
 Thanks to your Board of Directors and, 
again, special thanks to those who volunteered 
their time and effort as chorus officers. 
 
 A huge thanks to Brian Moore, who as fa-
cilities manager makes sure the roof doesn’t leak 
and the basement stays dry, and that everything in 
between is okay.  Thanks to the Friday morning 
clean up crew as Harmony House wouldn’t be the 
place it is without you.  Last, but not least, our 
gals, The Gennys.  While, their numbers have 
dwindled over the years, they still manage to make 
sure we are the best dressed chorus in Seneca 
Land. 
 
 My goal this year is to push hard for mem-
bership drives, lots of PR and marketing.  Marty 
will and could use your help.  More guys mean 

more “sellers” for valentines, Annual Show, and 
shrimp. 
 
 Thank you,  Bill  WiseBill  WiseBill  WiseBill  Wise    

    

         
        Bob Lewis asked for this recipe for the dip I 

brought to the Christmas Party. Here you are 

Bob.   Nancy Porcellio 
 
      Buffalo Chicken Wing Dip 

 
1 ½ cups chopped celery 
2-8oz. packages cream cheese 
Tobasco to taste (1 tbs up to 6 oz for desired heat) 
2 cups chopped cooked chicken 
2 cups shredded cheddar cheese 
 
     Microwave cream cheese, celery and tobasco 
on high for 3 minutes. Stir and add chicken and 
cheddar cheese. Mix all ingredients and spread in 
9 x 13 inch pan. Bake at 350° for 25 minutes   
or until cheese melts and mixture is warmed 
through.  Serve w/ Tortilla Chips or crackers. 
 
 
 
          Christmas Carol Folders  
 
 Glen Hider would love to have all the 
black Christmas Carol folders back in Harmony 
House next Tuesday, January 8.  Every year we 
lose a few of them.  You don’t really need them 
anymore.   
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   A Few Songs Harry Fraysier and    

 Allan Would Love To Sing  

 
(All have published Barbershop Harmony arrange-
ments that sell for $1.65.  These songs are not in-
tended for contest competition.  However, they 
could be very popular songs for shows and com-
munity sings.  And, by the way, they would be great 
fun to learn and sing.  We could add one a month.) 
 
Alexander's Ragtime Band 
George M. Cohan Medley 
If I Were A Rich Man 
I'll Fly Away (Sinatra) 
I'm Always Chasing Rainbows 
It Had to Be You 
Love Me and the World Is Mine 
Meet Me in St. Louis 
Minnie the Mermaid 
Mills Brothers Medley 
My Melancholy Baby 
There'll Be Some Changes Made 
Till There Was You 
Old Cape Cod 
Over the Rainbow 
Paper Doll 
Roses of Picardy 
Sentimental Journey 
Sweetheart of Sigma Chi 
When I'm Sixty Four 
When You Wish Upon a Star 
Whiffenpoof Song 
Who Will Buy? 
Always 
Bring Him Home 
Basin Street Blues 
By the Light of the Silvery Moon 
California Here I Come 
Darktown Strutters’ Ball 
Dearie 
Dream 
Five Foot Two 
For Me and My Gal 
From the First Hello to the Last Goodbye 
Heart 
Heigh-Ho 
How Ya Gonna Keep ‘Em Down on the Farm 
I Want to Be in Chicago Town 

I Wonder Who’s Kissing Her Now 
If You Knew Susie 
If You Were the Only Girl in the World 
McNamara's Band 
There’s No Business Like Show Business 
Shine On Harvest Moon 
When You Were Sweet Sixteen 
When You’re Smiling 
You Must Have Been A Beautiful Baby 
 
 

Letter from Jerry Dunn 
 
I want to take this long overdue opportu-

nity, to thank all of the CoG family for their 
prayers, numerous cards, visits, phone calls and 
concern over my illness, Burkitts Lymphoma. I 
am privileged to be part of such a thoughtful 
and caring group of people that are there for 
you and your family when you are ill or in need 
of assistance. It is greatly appreciated. I have 
learned a lot about the treatment of cancer and 
blood disorders through my illness. One of the 
things that I have been acutely aware of is the 
desperate need for blood in this type of disor-
der. Chemotherapy that destroys the cancer, 
also wipes out your blood cell regeneration abil-
ity, making blood transfusions vital for your 
survival. 
 

I have lost track of the number of trans-
fusions I have received but it is about ten at this 
point. I read in the “Harmonizer”, that the BS 
Society will be sponsoring a blood donation 
drive later this year. I trust that the CoG will 
enthusiastically support this project. Harmony 
House would be an ideal place to host a blood 
drive. If anyone asks, how can I help, my an-
swer is donate blood if you are able. You will 
be giving life to me and many others like me. I 
will be receiving ongoing chemotherapy for the 
next couple of months, until the doctors deter-
mine that I am in remission and the lymphoma 
is gone. So my need for blood will continue for 
a while. I really enjoyed seeing many of you at 
the Christmas party and hope to see you all 
soon....Gratefully,   Jerry Dunn Jerry Dunn Jerry Dunn Jerry Dunn  


