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  We’re On the Warpath! Mike Morgan 

n the vocal skills in standard repertoire prepares us for 
competition as well as working on the contest songs 
themselves. 
 
 Some of you suggested in the survey that the 
music team plan rehearsals ahead of time.  I’m writing 
this on Friday, March 7.   Last Tuesday, March 4th, 
was the first full rehearsal under the new system.  The 
rehearsal included warm-ups; work on a new song, 
“We’ll Meet Again;” work on the  two contest songs; 
a business meeting; the beginning of polish work on 
another new song, “I Never See Maggie Alone,”  a 
taping session for one of our directors in training; and 
improvement work on “The way you look tonight.”  
and, we finished 15 minutes early!  
 
 And,  if you ask me, I can tell you what’s 
scheduled for the rehearsals up to and including the 
April 1  rehearsal , (the last before contest), and it’s 
not  just contest rehearsal. It includes all of the desired 
elements including time for fun.  That’s three weeks 
from now.  Beyond that, rehearsal elements are al-
ready in the plan through the first of June!  One inter-
esting note is that the next new song to be learned will 
be introduced on April 8.  You told us you wanted 
more new songs , and you’re getting them in a system-
atic way. 
 
  For all of you who read this (especially the 
absentees):  If you pick up your attendance, you’ll see 
that this is not “the same-old, same-old.”  You’ll see 
that you have been heard, and you are being answered. 
Any questions?   Feel free to ask! 

Mike MorganMike MorganMike MorganMike Morgan    
  
 

      In past issues of the Genescene  
we have discussed the question, 
“Where do we go from here?”   
 
I’m here now to tell you that after 
much discussion our path is clear, 
and we’re on it. These are not au-
thorized comments from the Mu-

sic Team.  They are mine, although I know the major-
ity of the team feels as I do. 
 
 In responses to the membership survey con-
ducted by the Music Team, you have given us ideas 
that we have adopted and have begun to implement in 
our weekly rehearsals.  For all of our membership, and 
especially for those whose attendance has declined 
because of discontent with “the way things are going,” 
I’d like to point out some of the changes that have 
been made. 
 
 The “two-song syndrome” is a thing of the 
past.  It is true that in the past, we have fallen into the 
bad practice of spending entire rehearsals on contest 
material.  Many of you have said that because of it, 
you’re no longer interested in competition. Now, be-
cause of better scheduling, we have made it possible 
to prepare ourselves sufficiently for contest while 
keeping our rehearsals and chapter meetings varied 
and productive.  
 
 We have chosen, instead of concentrating on 
contest music, to work at making the vocal quality of 
our entire repertoire worthy of competition, even 
though many of the arrangements might not fall within 
contest regulations.  In other words, some songs might 
not be contestable, but they’ll sound it.  Concentration  
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CoG Survey Results  
                 Dick Wood 

 

 

 

Performance: Contest 
     Concentrate more on contest          4 
     Continue as we have been doing    31 
     Concentrate less on contest    8 
 

Performance: Annual Show 
     More effort toward annual show  24  
     Continue as we have been doing  19 
     Less effort toward annual show    0 
 

How many songs should we learn this year? 
     2- 0     4- 21     6- 17     8- 5 
 
Craft sessions: 
     More craft at rehearsals   13 
     Continue as we are doing   11 
     Less craft at rehearsals     0 
     Individual/small group sessions      21 
 

Section Rehearsals: 
     Every week, prior to rehearsal     4 
     Every other week     16 
     Once a month       8 
     Only as needed     16 

Comments:  There were many good suggestions. 
Each will be examined and considered. Some 
were recurring: 

• More discipline. 
• Less wasted time. 
• Reduce announcements to only those 

that are necessary. 
• Announcement should be well pre-

pared and last no more than 1- 2 min-
utes. 

• No reading  jokes. 
• Learning new songs should be by 

“learning tapes” or “4 by 4 method.” 
• Continued emphasis on craft. 
• Initiate individual/small group coach-

ing sessions. 
 
 
 

    Important Dates for Your Calendar  
                             

 

 

 

 Smilin’ Jack Ernisse 

 

 

 

 
 

• Tuesday, March 11:  Pot Luck Dinner 
night.  All are welcome. Bring a dish to 
pass. 

• Saturday, March 15: Annual St Patrick's 
Day Dinner. Cocktail hour at 6; dinner at 
7. Deadline for making reservations is 
Thursday, March 11. 

• Wednesday, March 19, at noon: New 
Harmony for Lunch Bunch at Cerame’s 
Restaurant,  3450 Winton Place.   

• Thursday, April 24: Next Community 
Chorus performance, at Baywinde located 
on Kidd Castle Way off  Bay Road near 
Empire Blvd.  

• Saturday, May 10: Annual Spring Show:  
Pittsford/Mendon H.S. 

• Tuesday, June 17: Guest chorus night:   
the Women of Note visit us at Harmony 
House for an evening of song. 
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Musical Minutiae   
Dave Kester 

 
Ah, “The Old Songs.” It seems that 
every one is looking for that a gem of a 

song that is upbeat, funny, has a catchy tune and 
most importantly, no other chorus or quartet has 
sung it. Look no further my fine, fun-seeking 
friends. What you seek can be found among the 
songs from the golden age of Tin Pan Alley. That 
would be the years 1920 to 1930. Now there were 
some fantastic melodies featuring the silliest lyrics 
you ever heard. Oh, you think there were really 
great do wop song of the fifties that were sillier. 
Au contraire, mon frère. As example number one, I 
give you: T’aint No Sin to Take Off Your Skin 

And Dance Around In Your Bones, words by 
Walter Donaldson, music by Edgar Leslie - 1929: 
 
When you hear sweet syncopation 
And the music softly moans 
T'ain't no sin to take off your skin 
And dance around in your bones  
 
When it gets too hot for comfort 
And you can't get an ice cream cone 
T'ain't no sin to take off your skin 
And dance around in your bones  

 

And that’s just for starters. How about: 
Down by the Winegar Woiks by Billy 
Murray & Aileen Stanley - 1925 
 
 
 

You've read about rough men and places 
In books that you keep on the shelf. 
Well, say, I'm so rough, sometimes I'm so tough 
That I must be polite to meself. 
Me pals is a couple of bull-dogs. 
With mustard I sweetens me tea. 
There's only two guys in this world who is tough 
And both of them babies is me.  
 
I live over the wiaduct, down by the winegar woiks. 
It's easy to find me; the street's full of shacks; 
I live in the one that is right on the tracks. 
Ev'ry night we go dancing down at O'Reilly's or Boiks. 
We chains all the childrens to fences and logs 
We do it to keep 'em from bitin' the dogs. 
Say, I live over the wiaduct, down by the winegar woiks  
 

This song has a few more choice lyrics 
such as; “A sheik with a car took out Molly 
Malone; He wouldn't get fresh, so she made him 
walk home.” And…”The men all sing bass with 
a voice like a horn; We kill all the tenors as 
soon as they're born.” I knew you’d get a kick 
outa that one. Sorry tenors. 
 

Here’s another gem about the sexes that 
is old and yet oddly current: Masculine Women 

and Feminine Men, by E. Leslie & J.V. 
Monaco - 1926: 

 
Masculine women, feminine men, Which is the rooster, 
which is the hen? It's hard to tell 'em apart today!  
 
Sister is busy learning to shave, Brother just got a perma-
nent wave, It's hard to tell 'em apart today! Hey, hey!  
 
Girls were girls and boys were boys when I was a tot, 
Now we don't know who's who, even what's what!  
 
Knickers and trousers, baggy and wide, Nobody knows 
who's walking inside, Those masculine women & femi-
nine men!  
 

 While we’re on the subject of controver-
sial lyrics, I heard this one on NPR a while ago. 
It went something like this: “I went so far 

around the Sophie on the sofa…” It’s probably 
just as well I can’t remember the rest. 
 
 Another gem from the Broadway Musi-
cal Fine and Dandy by Kay Swift, which 
opened in New York on September 23, 1930, 
was: Let’s Go Eat Worms in the Garden con-
taining the immortal lyrics “I love someone 
who don’t love me; You love someone who 
don’t love you. Let’s go eat worms in the gar-
den” 
 
 Last, but not least is that old gem: 

Where did Robinson Crusoe Go with Friday 
on Saturday Night, by Lewis, Young, & Meyer 
as sung by Al Jolson: “Every Saturday night 
they would start in to roam. And on Sunday 
morning they'd come staggering home. On this 
island lived wild men and cannibal crimmin. 
And you know where there are wild men, there 
must be wild women.” Amen brother! 
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Thoughts from the  

Bobservation Post  
                          Bob Lewis 

 
You know, this is a tough time of 
the year.  There isn’t a lot going on 

and yet there seems to be a lot of  news that peo-
ple should be aware of.   

 
Spring contest is less than a month away.  

We have a lot of work to do to get ready for that 
contest.  However, I think it is great that the com-
petition in the district has developed to the point 
that there are many choruses that could win. 

 
Well, here goes.  I made a number of 

phone calls to members I haven’t seen in a while.  
The Rock says he is doing fine and hopes to be at 
H.H. this Tuesday.  Now that’s great news! 

   
Talked to Duke Brooks the other day.  He 

and Helen are doing OK.  He is suffering from a 
touch of vertigo and Helen has stopped singing.  
That’s got to be tough, but I give them all the 
credit in the world for doing what has to be done 
to help keep their health in line. 

 
  Jack Maracle and Rosemary are doing 

OK also.  They are like a lot of us with aches and 
pains-trying to cope and doing what has to be 
done to have a good life after retirement. 

 
  Phil and Cathy McCabe are doing fine.  

Phil had a stent inserted in his leg to help circula-
tion and it seems to be working.  However, Phil 
says that the golden years are definitely tarnished, 
but they are hanging in there. 

 
  Then there is Bud Meech and Ethyl.  Bud 

is still active and doing what he can to keep busy.  
Ethyl has her aches and pains, like the rest of us, 
and is coping. 

   
Joe Moe (you all remember Joe) is still 

working at Wegmans (nights).  Until that 
changes, he will not be able to sing with the cho-
rus and that’s a shame.  He has a great voice. 

 

Al McKenzie has a broken ankle and is 
now living at Cherry Ridge.  His address is 900 
Cherry Ridge Blvd, Apt A102, Webster, NY 
14580.  Phone 872-0394.  Give him a call or 
better yet, go see him.  He’d like visitors. 

 
George Stothard has his problems. A 

broken shoulder, heart attack, and eye (cataract) 
surgery are keeping him down. 

  
Then there is our Prez.  He is going 

through chemo treatments for bladder cancer.  
They really knock him for a loop after a couple 
of days, but his spirits are good and welcomes 
good conversations on the phone. 

 
Jack Zonnevylle is doing well with his 

new prostheses.  I hope he and Eleanore will 
make the pot luck this month.  It would be great 
to see them again. 

 
Well that’s about it from the Bobserva-

tion Post.  As you can see, we have many 
friends that need our support and just good con-
versation.  Don’t know who to call?  Just look 
at the sign-up sheet every Tuesday night.  If a 
member’s name hasn’t been filled in for a cou-
ple of weeks, give him a call.  There’s nothing 
like hearing from and talking to a friend to 
cheer you up and make someone else’s day. 

 
Oh, yes, as for me, I will be at the pot-

luck dinner this Tuesday (weather permitting).  
Then I will not be around for between 4 to 6 
weeks.  I am having my prostate removed on 
the 17th and will be recuperating at home till I 
get the OK to get on the move again.  Wish I 
could be at the contest (on stage that is) but that 
just isn’t going to happen.  Good luck to all! 

  
And, please remember, we have a lot of 

friends out there that need our support.  Give 
them a call or better yet, go see them. 

Bob LewisBob LewisBob LewisBob Lewis      
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      We’re On Our Way  
     Allen Weitz,  CoG Direc-
tor 

 
 
 
February was planning month. The music 

selection team got together  and picked the next 
four songs. They are: Make Em Laugh,  It  Had 

To Be You, Orange Colored Sky, and I'm Gonna 

Sit Right Down and Write Myself A Letter.  In-
cluding the two songs we are  working on: I Never 

See Maggie Alone and We'll Meet Again, 
that  makes six new songs in 2008. If we work on 
notes at home and regularly attend rehearsals, we 
will still have time to possibly learn one or  two 
more songs this year. 

 
          Mike Morgan and I have met a few times 
and have developed rehearsal  plans for the next 
few months using a plan developed with a time 
grid utilizing Microsoft Excel. Dick Wood has 
been appointed “official  rehearsal timekeeper" by 
the music team and will be monitoring a time   
chart, and cueing every member that is in front of 
the chorus, to keep rehearsals running effectively 
and smoothly. 
   

Contest songs have been scheduled for one 
hour slots in each Tuesday  meeting, with two ad-
ditional rehearsals on Thursdays 3/13 & 3/27 from 
7-9 P.M. 

 
           As you can see, the plans are in place. Now 
all I need is you! I  realize Mother Nature has not 
been nice to us on a couple of Tuesday  nights, but 
as you can see, if you miss a couple of rehearsals 
in a  row, you can easily fall behind on learning 
our new repertoire. 

  AlAlAlAl    
    
    
    
    
    

    
       Report From the Music Team   
 Dick Wood, VP Music and Performance 

 
 We have reviewed all the Membership 
Survey responses. The results are shown else-
where in the Genescene. Many of the comments 
are being addressed, such as:  
• Getting rehearsal schedules out to members 

prior to meeting night.  
• Working with small groups and individuals 

for vocal training  
• Attempting to make all chorus songs “contest 

ready”  
• Using “4 by 4” method for teaching new mu-

sic  
• Tightening up our rehearsal schedules and the 

announcement time. 
 
 Several other things are being looked at, 
and may be observed in the future. 
DickDickDickDick    
    
    
 
 

    New Harmony for Lunch Bunch 
 
 On Wednesday, March 19, at noon, we 
will gather at Cerame’s Restaurant, 3450 Winton 
Place, (just south of the Winton Road exit from 
Route 590/390), to have a social lunch, and some 
singing.  It is a very casual affair, and all Barber-
shoppers are invited.  Plan to attend and join 
some of the members who are unable to be with 
us at our weekly rehearsals. 
Dick WoodDick WoodDick WoodDick Wood    
 
 
 
 
 A "gimme" can best be defined as an 

agreement between two golfers ... neither of 

whom can putt very well.  
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          Letters to the Editor 
 

Hi All,Hi All,Hi All,Hi All, 
 Wednesday there was a glitch in Jerry's 
recovery. When the visiting nurse came, his 
pulse rate was 140. So we headed for the Emer-
gency Room in Leesburg. He was there for 24 
hours with little done because there was a short-
age of beds.  
 
 Once in a room they used a medical drip 
to try to lower his pulse rate. It was slow going 
and Jerry was impatient. The cardiologist said 
that Jerry was a good candidate to use the elec-
tric paddles on. That was done yesterday. The 
doctor only had to use one small shot and 
Jerry's pulse was back to 80 and has remained 
so for 24 hours. The doctors want to watch him 
a couple of more days.  Plans are for him to 
come home Monday. He is now a "happy 
camper".  
 
 He is really looking forward to be home. 
Our plans are to be in N.Y. after the first of 
May. Thanks for all the prayers. They really 
work. 

Wanda WeisenrederWanda WeisenrederWanda WeisenrederWanda Weisenreder 
 
 
 

Dear AllanDear AllanDear AllanDear Allan, 
 
  Well,  I'm not snowed in,  that's for 
sure, but your e-note did prompt me to use the 
Genescene to express my gratitude for being a 
member of such a great organization as CoG, 
and to thank everybody for all the cards and 
support for the recent passing of my wife, 
Sandy.  In fact I'm getting double support,  be-
ing a duel member with Lemon Bay Cord Com-
pany, Englewood Chapter,  in Florida.  They 
sang for Sandy's memorial February 21st in 
Florida and did an outstanding job. 
  
 Sandy and I met within two years from 
my joining CoG so most of you knew her as 
long as I did.  As you know, she was a wonder-

ful person.  I can't express how much I miss her. 
  
 As for what the future holds for me,  I 
have more questions than you might have, and 
don't have many answers yet.  I'll try to take it 
one thing at a time.  I'll will be back to Roches-
ter in the spring to begin making choices.  I will 
have a grave site memorial in Pittsford for 
Sandy to be with her mom and dad. 

 Ray SchmidtRay SchmidtRay SchmidtRay Schmidt    
    
    
    
    
Dear Allan,Dear Allan,Dear Allan,Dear Allan,    
 
           Delivering Singing Valentines has al-
ways been a special treat for Special Vintage -- 
Jack Simpson, Bob Dickson, Dick Wood, and 
myself -- and this year was certainly no excep-
tion.  Perhaps it is fated for a quartet with the 
initials "S.V." 
 
          Our fourteen deliveries covered the 
county from northwest (North Greece) to south-
east (Pittsford), and included offices, homes, 
restaurants, senior living centers, and a 
school.  Our audiences ranged from one to 
about 200, and probably totaled nearly 350 peo-
ple.  Six recipients were CoG family members. 
 
          Some years the reactions to our greetings 
have run the gamut from "moved to tears" 
through "thoroughly embarrassed" to "boy, am I 
going to get him!"  This year I can't recall a sin-
gle one that wasn't well-received, and there 
were even a few tears shed.  Here are a few of 
the most memorable.... 
 
          Our first stop was at Fairport Baptist 
Home.  The recipient had apparently lost her 
ability to speak, but she sat and listened atten-
tively with the rose and card in her lap.  Her ex-
pression, though pleasant, was fixed and un-
smiling.  She didn't seem to respond to Let Me 
Call You Sweetheart,  but when we got to 
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"Heart of My Heart" she mouthed the words 
almost all the way through.  What a great way 
for us to start --  literally striking a chord of rec-
ognition in someone whose memory and voice 
have been dimmed by the ravages of age. 
 
          A somewhat humorous sidebar to this 
visit was provided by another resident, quite 
feisty and vocal, who thought Bob was cute and 
called him a coward for not agreeing to come 
home with her. 
 
          We surprised Len Paganelli's wife 
Yvonne with his Valentine in front of her fourth 
grade class.  The kids all liked it, and Yvonne 
had to reach for a tissue before we finished. 
 
          At Midtown Tennis Club, we had a Val-
entine for a doctor's wife at her yoga class.  For-
tunately we arrived early, because she'd been 
sidetracked that morning (buying presents for 
her teenage son and daughter to give to their 
sweethearts), and was just about to leave from a 
non-yoga workout since she'd missed the start 
of her class.  After one song for her in the 
lobby, she asked if we'd mind waiting for her 
class to let out so they could hear the other 
one.  We waited, then sang for about two dozen 
people (mostly women, but there were two 
guys) in their near sauna-like exercise room. 
 
         During the morning of the 14th, we'd 
heard from Valentine central at Harmony House 
that a reporter/photographer from the Webster 
Herald would like to accompany us on one of 
our visits.  We agreed to meet him at the Daisy 
Flour Mill where we were to sing for Jean Ditt-
mar.  We assumed that Jean and Chuck were 
having a quiet lunch for two in the restaurant, 
but how wrong we were:  It was a gathering of 
150 to 200 Xerox retirees and their spouses.  It 
all worked out well, as they were seated in 
back, facing away from the entrance, so Jean 
could not see us come in.  And when we sang 
for her, we faced the rest of the crowd as well. 
 
            At a home in East Irondequoit we were 

 greeted by the owner and two small dogs, a pug 
and a fox terrier.  The terrier had an unusually 
long nose, and the owner said they called it an 
aardvark -- and rightly so!  The house was 
probably the messiest we've ever been in, like 
the stereotypical teenager's room but in the liv-
ing area, with clothes and other stuff strewn 
everywhere.  She managed to find a place to sit 
on a couch with one of the dogs (as the other 
got acquainted with my leg) while we sang. 
 
          We finished Valentine's Day singing for 
Helen Brooks as she and Duke dined at  
a small restaurant on Ridge Road.  Helen had 
also ordered a Singing Valentine for Duke, to 
be delivered by Fusion, so Bob and Kathy coor-
dinated to get both quartets there at the same 
time.  We went first -- like the old saying about 
kids and dogs, you don't want to follow a 
bronze medalist quartet.  
 
          Almost two weeks later we had the pleas-
ure of delivering one more Valentine to Wayne 
Brigman's mother at his home in Web-
ster.  She'd been ill and unable to receive her 
greeting on Valentine's Day. 

Jim RawcliffeJim RawcliffeJim RawcliffeJim Rawcliffe         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     $1 to the first one who can name this hole. 
 
> 
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       Recipe of the Month   

 A new column.  Submit your favorite rec-

ipe and see if it is selected as the “Recipe of the 
Month.” 

 

       Farmer’s Pork Chops 
 
This is an oldie but goodie... It is from the 

1950's Betty Crocker Cookbook and was always 
a favorite in my family when I was growing up.   

Hope you enjoy....  Nancy PorcellioNancy PorcellioNancy PorcellioNancy Porcellio 
 
4 bone-in pork chops 
flour 
1 clove garlic - chopped 
salt and pepper to taste 
4 potatoes - sliced 
2 onions - sliced thin 
1 ½  cups sour cream 
1 ½  tsp salt 
½  tsp dry mustard powder 
 
Roll chops in flour and brown with garlic in hot 
oil. Season w/ salt and pepper. Remove garlic if 
it starts to get too brown as it will get bitter. 
 
Place sliced potatoes in a Pam sprayed baking 
pan (13 x 9 size or slightly larger is OK). Top 
w/ browned pork chops. Place onion rings  ran-
domly over chops. 
 
Blend sour cream, salt and dry mustard and 
spread over top of onions. 
 
Bake for 1 ½   hours at 350 degrees. Cover w/ 
foil if getting too brown. 
 

There’s No Business Like 

Show Business 
 
 Our spring show, You’ll Never Go 
Wrong With a Song, will be presented May 10, 
7:30 P.M., at Pittsford Mendon High School.  
Tickets are $15, $13 for students and seniors, 
$12 for groups of 20 or more.  There will be 
reserved seating by calling Harmony House at 
265-9540.  Tickets will be available to chorus 
members the last Tuesday in March.  The fea-
tured guest performers are Fusion and Reveille. 

Al WeitzAl WeitzAl WeitzAl Weitz    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bob pleading for Beer at Jerry Dunn’s Birthday Party 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

       
 

 


