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 Oh to be in Rochester, now that May’s here.                

        CoG Golf Tournament  
                             Chuck Martello 
 

 Rumor has it that The 
Ringer will be here and he has 
signed up Arnie for his foursome 
this year.  The date for this year's 
CoG tournament was changed 
and is now set for Thursday, 
June 19th at Shadow Lake Golf 
Club. This date will allow more 
members to participate. So get 

your foursomes together, invite your friends and 
bring anyone you think who would have fun with 
our group. Ladies are also welcome to play. If 
you know guys in other chapters, pass the word 
along and have them contact me. 
 
 The cost will be $65 per person and will 
include a Golf Goodie Kit when registering, golf 
with cart, morning coffee and doughnuts, bever-
ages all day, snacks on the deck after play, and 
dinner in a private dining area. Prizes and awards 
will be given out after dinner. 
 
 This has always been a fun day with lots 
of laughter, song, and questionable golf. So 
please try to join us this year. 
             Chuck MartelloChuck MartelloChuck MartelloChuck Martello    
  

Gentlemen,  
 This will be the final edition of the 
Genescene Genescene Genescene Genescene until September.  I look forward to a 
long, hot summer of enjoyable golf, breakfast 
at Jim’s, late dinners on the lake with  friends 
and family, and good reading ahead.  There 
really is no place better than upstate New York 
this time of the year.  From November on, it all 
goes downhill.  However, we do have what 
promises to be an exiting election to look for-
ward to this fall.   
 
 I recommend a movie at The Little The Little The Little The Little 
Theatre Theatre Theatre Theatre in downtown Rochester.  Young At Young At Young At Young At 
Heart. Heart. Heart. Heart. A poignant and inspiring story of a 
chorus composed entirely of senior citizens, av-
erage age, 80.    As someone has written, “for 
them music is oxygen.”  The movie was a huge 
hit at the Sundance Film Festival.  It illustrates 
a truism that all of us in our chorus under-
stand so well:  Singing together with friends is Singing together with friends is Singing together with friends is Singing together with friends is 
good for our physical and mental health, helps good for our physical and mental health, helps good for our physical and mental health, helps good for our physical and mental health, helps 
keep us young, combats depression, and pro-keep us young, combats depression, and pro-keep us young, combats depression, and pro-keep us young, combats depression, and pro-
vides essential camaraderievides essential camaraderievides essential camaraderievides essential camaraderie.  As I watched the 
movie, I kept asking myself if CoG could do 
something similar.  No, it is not barbershop.  
But, it is very enjoyable entertainment and au-
diences love it. Times:  6:40 and 9:10 P.M. 
 
 Will be back refreshed and ready to go 

in September.  Meanwhile, use the internet to 
keep in touch.   
AllanAllanAllanAllan   
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The Chorus of the Genesee meets each Tuesday evening at 
7:00 p.m. at Harmony House, 58 Main Street, Webster, NY. 
Visitors may call the Barbershop Hotline at (585) 265-9540.  

 

2008 Chapter Officers 
President..........................................................Bill Wise 
VP Chapter Dev..............................................Marty Olschewske 
VP Music/Perf........................ .......................Ken Bissinger 
Program VP………………….. .…………….Jack Ernisse 
Secretary………………..…..……………….Jack Simpson 
Treasurer.........................................................Bob Mayeu 
Publicity………………………………… ….Jack Thomas 
Immediate Past President...............................Bob Campbell 
Service Chairman............................................Fred Hindom 
Bulletin Editor...................................... ……..Allan Muskopf 
Board of Directors:…………. Brian Moore, Bob Statt, 
Alan McKenzie, Don Vair, Mike Root, Bob Wiley 
Music Director................................................Allen Weitz 

                      June Calendar   
                             Jack Ernisse 
 
• Tuesday, June 10:   Final  Pot Luck dinner 

until September. Bring a dish to pass and your 
own hots, hamburgers, steaks, or whatever 
for  cooking outside on the grills. Dinner starts 
at approximately 6:15. 

• Wednesday, June 11, noon:  Harmony for 
Lunch Bunch.  The quarterly luncheon will be 
held at Cerame’s Restaurant, 3450 Winton 
Place. (Off Winton Rd, South of the exit from 
390/590). At the last luncheon we had a very 
good turnout,. Several members unable to get 
to rehearsals were there. It was good to see all. 
Plan to attend June 11 if you possibly can. Pass 
on the word to any barbershoppers not on our 
distribution list; all are welcome. (Dick Wood) 

• Tuesday, June 17:  Special guest chorus eve-
ning. Our guest chorus for our rehearsal is the 
women's chorus, Women of Note.  Several 
months ago Ed Rummler suggested that I  in-
vite them for an evening of harmony.  When I 
heard them in a recent performance at St. 
Charles Borromeo Church,  I understood why. 
They are a fun group who enjoy what they do. 
A musical program is being planned for them 
including the CoG,  Fever Pitch,  and perhaps, 
The Margaritas (not yet confirmed). A social 
time follows.  

  
 A brief history of their chorus follows:  A 

classy, jazzy spirited ensemble that sings music 

you know in an exquisite and exciting way. Their 

extensive repertoire spans the decades, varies in 

musical style and is bound to bring back memo-

ries. Their repertoire includes popular standards, 

jazz, sacred seasonal music and more. The goal 

of Women of Note is to bring joy to people 

through song and give their time, talent, and pro-

ceeds from performances to charity. They perform 

at benefit concerts, receptions,  dinners, grand 

openings, socials, festivals, and church functions. 

 
• Thursday, June 19:  CoG Golf Tournament 

being planned by Chuck Martello.  More on 
page 1. 

• Thursday, June 26:   Community Chorus 
Performance at the Edna Tina Wilson Living 

Center located at 700 Island Cottage Road in 
the town of Greece off of Latta Road.  Island 
Cottage Road is just a few minutes west of the 
intersection of Latta Road and Mt Read Blvd. 
Island Cottage Road runs North off  Latta (Rt 
18). A map will be available at rehearsals at a 
later date. Note:  This is a very special per-
formance as we will be performing not only 
for the residents of the Center but also for 
George Stothard’s wife Ann who is a resident 
and has a very serious health issue.  The cou-
ple are planning on renewing their wedding 
vows during our program at the conclusion of 
which we are invited to stay for a reception. 
Reporting time is 6:30;  performance is at 
7:00.  Please participate in this special pro-
gram. Additional information later. 

                Jack Ernisse 
 
 

Golf can best be defined as an 
endless series of tragedies 
obscured by the occasional 
miracle, followed by a good 
bottle of beer. 
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The Parable of the Geese or 
Honk if you love Barbershopping 

Dave Kester 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Is this the latest bumper-sticker enjoinder 
to disturb the peace? Perhaps it refers to the exces-
sive volume baritones often produce when singing 
in their so-called 'revenge area.'  Maybe it de-
scribes the quality of sound leads sometimes make 
when singing in the tenor's 'revenge area.'  Or, 
could it be the sound basses make when blowing 
their noses?  No, my friends, I'm referring simply 
to the sound made by geese, which is not totally 
unlike those examples described above.  
 
 Those of you who picked one of the first 
three choices, may give yourselves half credit. It 
shows that you are learning. Actually, we could all 
learn a lot from geese (even though we might pre-
fer to identify ourselves with more noble birds 
such as eagles.)  

 
Lessons from Geese 

 
 As each individual goose flaps its wings, it 
creates 'uplift' for the bird following. By flying in a 
V formation, the whole flock achieves a 71 percent 
greater flying range than each bird could flying 
alone. Lesson: People who share a common direc-
tion and sense of community can get where they 
are going quicker and easier because they are trav-
eling on the currents of one another. Matching vol-
ume with your neighboring singers not only ampli-
fies the sound, but also helps to achieve that en-
semble blend for which every chorus strives.  
  
 Whenever a goose falls out of formation, it 

suddenly feels the drag and resistance trying to 
fly alone, and quickly gets back into formation 
to take advantage of the 'lifting power' of the 
bird immediately in front.  Lesson: If we have 
as much sense as a goose, we will stay in for-
mation with those who are headed where we 
want to go. In addition, causing oneself to “stick 
out” makes one an easy shot for judges. 
 
 Each goose in the flock instinctively 
knows the flock's ultimate goal, not just its 
northerly or southerly direction, but the specific 
lake, pond or river which will be their summer 
or winter home. Lesson: Even though our goals 
are not all instinctive in nature (and we have a 
much wider choice than geese do) we must 
choose them together and then never lose track 
of them if we are to have any hope of reaching 
them. Our ultimate goal is the entertainment of 
our audience; when they’re happy, we’re happy. 
 
 When the lead goose gets tired, it rotates 
back into the formation and another, fresher 
goose flies in the point position. Lesson: It pays 
to take turns doing the hard tasks and sharing 
leadership roles with people. As with geese, we 
should be interdependent with each other. Eve-
ryone has different talents and the sum total of 
those makes for a strong flock. 
 
 The geese in formation honk from be-
hind to encourage those up front to maintain 
their speed. Lesson: We need to make sure our 
honking from behind is encouraging, (and in 
tune) not something less helpful. No honking 
while the director is explaining lest ye become 
more confused and subsequently lose thy way. 
 
 When a goose gets sick or wounded, or 
shot down, two geese drop out of formation and 
follow it down to help and protect it. They stay 
with the incapacitated goose until it is either 
able to fly again or dies; then they launch to 
catch up with the flock or join another forma-
tion. Lesson: If we have as much common 
sense and loyalty as geese, we'll stand by each 
other through the tag. Applause! 
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 Thoughts from the Bobservation Post  
                                   Bob Lewis 

 

 The Annual Show is 
over and from what I have per-
sonally heard and observed it 
was a great success!!  Kudos to 
Ken for a great script, good per-
formance flow and a wonderful 
job at MC’ing.  All the quartets 
did an excellent job.  The audi-
ence really enjoyed them.  Al, 

you did a great job in directing the chorus, and to our 
directors in training, “Thanks.”  I have no idea how 
full the house was, but from my place on the risers, it 
looked almost to capacity.  To the Coach, Len, and 
Jason it was a job well done and I know everyone ap-
preciated all your efforts. 
 
 Hey, did you see Ray Schmidt on the risers?  
Welcome back Ray!  I am sure you have many ques-
tions and challenges before you, but always remem-
ber, we are there for you and anytime you need help in 
any way, we are just a phone call away. 
 
 I understand Jim Reed has a serious problem 
with arthritis.  He and Gretchen are home and I am 
sure a phone call or visit would be most welcome.  I 
miss you Jim!  I was always sure of the correct notes 
when I sang next to you on the risers (especially when 
I got that gentle tap on the shoulder with the correc-
tion that followed). 
   
 Keep our Prez in your prayers on the 23rd.  He 
will have an operation to correct his bladder problem 
that day.  Hang in there Bill.  Hope to see you soon at 
Harmony House. 
 
 Needless to say George Stothard is on my 
prayer list.  He and Ann are living day by day and 
need all the support and prayers we can give them.  
George, know that we are there for you and Ann every 
day. 
 
 I haven’t heard from Jerry Weisenreder or 
Wanda.  Not sure they are up North (home) I hope 
they are. 
 
 Then there is Joe Kristan.  His wife, Barbara 
has had yet another operation.  She is doing well, I 
understand, but please keep Joe and Barb in your 
prayers.  

 
 On the lighter side, the sing-out at Bay-
Winde was great.  We had a fairly good turn-out 
(you who didn’t come really missed a great experi-
ence).  The audience was very active and respon-
sive.  In other words, they sang along with us and 
joined in the dialogue between songs.  Hey, that’s 
what it is all about, isn’t it?  We are the Chorus of 
the Genesee, and one of our goals is to entertain and 
uplift the spirit of the community in which we live. 
 
 And of course, there is potluck.  Where are 
you people?  Don’t you like good food and great 
camaraderie?  This is a wonderful time to meet and 
talk to your fellow members and their significant 
others.  A great time is had by all who attend.  We 
talk, sing, and just enjoy each others company.  It is 
always the 2nd Tuesday of each month (except July 
and August).  Put it on your calendar!  Granted, 
breath control is difficult after all the food, but who 
cares!  After an hour or so, it comes back (well al-
most).  Oh yes, June 10th is the last one till Septem-
ber.  You have to bring your own meat/chicken 
(which you will cook on the grill) and also a dish to 
pass. 
 Freddy will be back behind the bar on the 
20th of this month.  He and June have been to their 
daughter’s for almost a month.  I’m sure he will 
have many stories and tales to tell.  Welcome back 
Fred;  yours truly was not the best substitute this 
time around and I want to thank all those who 
pitched-in and helped. 
 
 I understand there will be some construction 
starting in the vacant lot next to Harmony House.  
The Board of Directors is looking into the situation 
and getting clarification as to parking lot arrange-
ments, property lines, any variances that might have 
to be granted, and a whole list of other applicable 
questions.  I’m sure they will keep us posted. 
 
 Well, that’s about it from my perspective.  
Have a wonderful Spring and stay healthy. 
 Your Bobservation reporter, 
  Bob Lewis  Bob Lewis  Bob Lewis  Bob Lewis   
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Thanks for Directors' Workshop Assistance 

                              Jim Rawcliffe 
 
 For the District Directors' 
Workshop held at Harmony House 
on April 26, seventeen of our cho-
rus members gave up their Saturday 
afternoon to provide a chorus for 
the participating directors, who in-
cluded our own Al Weitz. 

 
 The five directors and two trainers are 
grateful to the following for their assistance, and 
I'd like to add my personal thanks as well, to:  Mi-
chael Ho, Ed Rummler, Jason Weitz, Al Barnes, 
Bob Marquez, Dan Norton, Brian Moore, Bill  
Evans, Dave Kester, Jerry Pethic, Dick Wood, Bob 
Campbell, Ed Harris, Dave Merillat, Don Morgan, 
Jim Rawcliffe, and Don Vair.  Special thanks to 
Brian, who spent most of the afternoon operating 
the video and audio recorders, and to Bob  
Marquez, who joined us even though he is no 
longer an active chapter member. 
 
 Thanks also to Bob Statt, who made sure 
the recording equipment was ready to go ahead of 
time as well as helped with transportation of the 
trainers; to Al Weitz, who also helped with trans-
portation; and particularly to Penny Bartusek, who 
arranged for morning coffee/doughnuts and lunch 
for the directors and trainers. 
 Jim RawcliffeJim RawcliffeJim RawcliffeJim Rawcliffe    
    
    
                                                        

 
    

                    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
                   Front row warms up in the hall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            Fred and Bob, our two favorite bartenders 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          Winning team of Chuck’s tournament, 1959       
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    The 2008 Show Ad Results  
                           Bob Campbell 
 
 The top eighteen ad salesmen were: 
 
Coach Pethic……………  .$490 
Al Dobbin………………     475 
Jim Rawcliffe……………   405 
Bud Meech……………….. 370 
Jerry Dunn………………    360 
Brian Moore………   ……. 315 
Dick Secrist………………  260 
Chuck Pickhardt…………   260 
John Erbe…………………  250 
Jack Simpson……………    230 
Jack Thomas…………….    220 
Bill Wise………………  ….215 
Gil Krepps……………  …..155 
John Fiorino……………  …150 
Mike Root……………  …...120 
Bob Statt……………….…  115 
Bob Campbell………….…  110 
Marty Olschewske…….…   110 
 
 Together these eighteen sold $4350 or 
78 % of the total. 
 
 Thirty-four members sold nothing. The 
next time you thirty-four see one of the top 
salesmen, thank them for carrying the load for 
the rest of us. 
 
 This year we sold 108 Program Ads for 
a total of $5575.  We have collected $5040 and 
have only eight more to collect.  Bills were 
mailed by Coach before he left for his summer 
camp.  The second billing will be July 1st. 
 Thanks to Coach for a superb job. 
           Bob Campbell           Bob Campbell           Bob Campbell           Bob Campbell    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

                                    How Do You Learn  

         Those Notes and Words?  
                         Mike Morgan 
 

 For many barbershop-
pers, learning notes and words 
is the most challenging task. 
But for all of us, it’s the first 
absolute necessity if we want 
our chorus to create beautiful 
music.  The late Bob Johnson, 
as the SPEBSQSA Director of 

Music Education, used to say “What you see on 
the paper is called printing. What we do with it 
is called Music.” 
 
 That’s why learning the notes and words 
is our first and foremost challenge.  So how do 
we do it?  Fortunately, there are many methods 
and  aids available to us, so the simple answer is 
“whatever works best for you.” 
 
 Allan has asked me to write a few words 
on the subject, but I have another idea:  Since 
we all have our own methods, why not have a 
monthly column called  How I Learn My Music.  
Here’s mine: 
 
 Kath and I purchased a small, inexpen-
sive keyboard (Casio) that has a 500-note mem-
ory. Using my vast knowledge of printed mu-
sic…that the lines in the bass clef mean “Good 
Boys Do Fine Always,” and the spaces mean 
“All Cows Eat Grass,”  I slowly put the notes 
into memory, then using the single note play-
back key and a pair of headphones, I play the 
song back and sing along, reading the words as 
the notes are neatly and correctly infused into 
my brain. 
 
 It works for me.  What works for you?  
Tell us, through the Genescene. 
           Mike Morgan           Mike Morgan           Mike Morgan           Mike Morgan    

Harry Fraysier will be 77 on May 
29, same date as Muddle’s 
birthday. 


