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As I began to think about
our director's recent request
that we bring in prospective
members to enjoy our ex-
i perience of barbershop har-
#a mony, [ had the following
thoughts. I suspect [ am
just like the average barbershopper. I love
singing. Now that [ am in the groove with so
many great guys and so busy with the business
of barbershop, who has any time to share it
with anyone else? Introducing barbershopping
to unsuspecting singers is a pain and a bother.

Oh, I have all the excuses.....
.....l am too busy.
....They are too busy.
.....They will tell me they can't sing.
...They really can't sing.
.....They will think we can't sing.
... They probably like rock and roll.
......They will ask me if Sinatra ever sang
barbershop.

The list goes on and on! My only sal-
vation is that I can't stand the sight of grown
men wringing their hands and saying it can't be
done. I could be the director of that chorus!

So, how can it be done? Remember the
story of how you eat an elephant? One bite at
a time. So I decided to bypass the excuses.

I invited two people to our October 28 rehearsal.
Then I persuaded Al Weitz, Don Gaudion, and
Chuck Pickhardt to join my team. They each
have agreed to invite at least one more visitor so
that we can have a great time with new prospec-
tive members that evening. Here's the plan I have
been following. I hope it can help you do the
same.

e Think of one or two friends who would spend
an evening with you.

. . Tell them the truth in a
way that is comfortable. I am just telling them
that we are having a visitor's night and
thought they would enjoy it. I tell them I will
pick them up. I suggest you not make their
“singing talent" the focus.

. . Decide on who to invite
and pick a Tuesday evening far enough in the
future that you can coordinate your efforts.

. If you know others are
working with you toward a common goal, it
will give you energy.

e Think how good you will feel once your

guests are here. So, give them a call and invite

them. Congratulations! You have done your
part.
#  #$

We now have two teams. I will help you
find team members. You can help me by letting
me know if any of this makes sense and is some-

thing you are willing to try. Zen Paganelli
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Director’s Report
- 7 "0

f The summer is gone and contest
could be history by the time you
get this article, so let's do a little
recap and plan for the coming fall
schedule.

This summer we were quite busy. I intro-
duced two new songs, we performed six times,
and had fifteen rehearsals since Memorial Day. A
Music Standards Committee was formed to create
a plan to insure that all our music is legal and up
to date. You will hear more about this at our
meetings. Yes, we worked on contest songs, but
we also have reviewed our total repertoire and
have been working on the new songs.

Now on to fall. October will bring our
Mystery Bus Ride/Interchapter Night on the 21st,
and there will also be a community service per-
formance on the 23rd. We will be learning a new
Christmas or holiday song for our holiday reper-
toire, and will be reviewing and polishing the
three new songs: Cabaret, Make ‘em Laugh,
and We'll Meet Again to insert into our current
repertoire.

Now your part in all this: 1 "
2 . I'm not sure if you were at the meeting on the
night of my little speech, so I'll repeat it here:

The meets each Tuesday evening at
7:00 p.m. at Harmony House, 58 Main Street, Webster, NY.
Visitors may call the Barbershop Hotline at () )* )+,)- .
2008 Chapter Officers
President.......ooeeeeieieniniie Bill Wise

VP Chapter Dev.......cocoovevivenenneneiiineeene, Marty Olschewske
VP Music/Perf.......occoviniins o Dick Wood

Program VP...........oooiiiiii i Jack Ernisse

NSO (17 Jack Simpson
TICASUICT.....eeveeeeeeeiesieerie et Bob Mayeu
Publicity.......cooiiii Jack Thomas
Immediate Past President............cccoceveeeenne Bob Campbell

Service Chairman...........cceceeeveeineereiciennenn Fred Hindom
Bulletin Eitor........ccovevenininiiiiiin e Allan Muskopf
Board of Directors:............. Brian Moore, Bob Statt, Mike Root,
Bob Wiley

MusSiC DireCtor......c.cevivvveeuiereerieereeeeeeeeenens Allen Weitz

"Gentleman we have a crisis in the way of
membership. A new face has not been at our
meeting in quite a while and my challenge to you
is this. Stealing the phrase from "Al Sigil Center's
advertisement, " 3 45 Each of us need to
bring just one guest in during the next year.
Membership is not just the membership VP"s re-
sponsibility, it is 6 7. Let's all pledge to
bring one guest into Harmony House and show
them what we remember when we came to our
first chapter meeting. Think to yourself how dif-
ferent your life have been without this hobby. 1
know mine would not have been the same.

See you at Harmony House any given
Tuesday night. Alern Weitz

The Mystery Bus Trip
8& "

Plans for the Mystery Bus Trip are pro-
gressing. The schedule, subject to change, is as
follows:

o Tuesday, October 21, 7-11 P.M. at Harmony
House.

e 7-9:30: Al Weitz is planning a singing pro-
gram that will consist of chorus selections,
quartets, singing tags, and massed chorus
singing.

e 9:30-11: Refreshments (Sloppy Joes prepared
by members of the Genny’s under Penny’s
direction) and socializing.

e I would like all CoG members to gather in the
dining room in a receiving line at 6:45 P.M. to
welcome our guests as they arrive.

o I encourage all CoG quartets to participate.

e We will be wearing winter black uniforms.

Smiliw Jack Ernisse
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Musical Minutiae
96 :

“I’m gonna sit right down and write my-
self a letter”, but first I have to write one
to my ole buddy Allan, whom , [ am sure
will eventually share it with all of you.

We all remember this quirky, almost narcissis-
tic song which is really about a guy who hasn’t heard
from his main squeeze for a while and hasn’t yet come
to the realization that he probably won’t. It’s an easy
beat song by Joe Young that really has only two verses
repeated over and over, with little variation. I guess he
was a man of few words, but Fred E. Ahlert who wrote
the lyrics, certainly wasn’t. His song list is a long one,
but not because he wrote a lot of them. It’s because
most of them had titles longer than Tin Pan Alley itself!
Some examples are: Sing an Old Fashioned Song to a
Young Sophisticated Lady and Put Away a Little Ray of
Golden Sunshine. Of the twenty songs he penned, you
would probably recognize these four: I°l/ Get By (as
Long as I Have You); Walkin’ My Baby Back Home;
When the Blue of the Night Meets the Gold of the Day
(Bing Crosby’s theme song) and I Don’t Know Why (I
Just Do).

I remember a quirky version of this last song in
which the words in each phrase were sung backwards.
Because they were all one syllable words it worked...
almost. If you remember the tune, try singing it. “Why
know don’t I, do I like you love I, why know don’t I,
do I but!” I guess it was that abrupt ending that kept it
from being a hit. Now that I think of it, it was my
brother Jack who sang it that way. He fancied himself a
country western singer with a comedic bent and was
well known in the honky-tonks of suburban Detroit
after he retired from the Marine Corps. But I digress.

Young had a bigger song list than Ahlert
(around fifty), and they wrote only about a half dozen
together, but Joe Young was even mightier with the
long titles. Some of his biggest were: Five Foot Two,
Eyes of Blue (Has Anybody Seen my Girl); Absence
Matkes the Heart Grow Fonder (for Somebody Else);
and How Ya Gonna Keep ‘Em Down on the Farm
(after They 've Seen Paree)? He, too, had some memo-
rable hits with other collaborators such as: I’'m Sittin’
on Top of the World; In a Little Spanish Town and
Rock-a-Bye You're Baby with a Dixie Melody.

“...Write Myself a Letter” appeared in the
musical Ain 't Misbehavin’ starring Nell Carter and
Debbie Allen and also in Lena Horne; The Lady and
Her Music. For a simple song, it sure has gotten a
lot of play. It has been sung and/or recorded by just
about everybody who is anybody. The first big hit
version was by Fats Waller in 1935 and also by the
close harmony trio known as the Boswell Sisters
later that year. It remained on the charts into 1936.
In more recent times there were popular recordings

: g by Frank Sinatra for his 1954

& album Swing Fasy, Bing Crosby
for his 1957 LP Bing With A
Beat and again by Sinatra in
1962 for his collaborative al-
bum with Count Basie, Sinatra-
B Basie. Reaching further heights,
the song also had a major re-
{ vival in 1957 in a recording by
I Billy Williams (of the famed
gospel quartet Charioteers) which reached #3 on the
Billboard magazine charts (a reported million-
seller). Most likely this is the version we remember,
although Nat “King” Cole’s was a favorite too.
Among other versions are recordings by Bill Haley
& His Comets (who recorded a rock and roll version
of the song also in 1957), Abe Lyman, Barry
Manilow, Bobby Vee, Dean Martin, Perry Como,
Sarah Vaughn, Fabian, Scatman Crothers, Made-
leine Peyroux (no, not the sister of Marion Paroo),
Faron Young, Anne Murray, Danny Aiello, The Ink
Spots, Charlie Gracie, Charlie Rich, Art Tatum,
Willie Nelson and Tony Danza. Even The Hippie
Chick (a non- singer) lists it as # 1 among her top
ten postal songs on her blog.

(|

Joe Young, the writer behind such classic
songs as Dinah, was born in New York City on July
4, 1889. He began his career as a singer for music
publishing firms in New York. During World War I
he toured in Europe as an entertainer for US Troops.
His first major songwriting success came in 1914
with the song Don 't Blame it All On Broadway. The
song reached # 2 on the charts with a recording by
the Peerless Quartet. He penned a second hit in
1914, again a top five recording by the Peerless
Quartet, with the song When the Angelus is Ringing.
In 1916 he began a partnership with co-lyricist Sam
M. Lewis that would last until the 1930’s. Together
the team wrote for the Broadway show Robinson
Crusoe, Jr, which included Where Did Robinson
Crusoe Go With Friday on Saturday Night (my per-
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-sonal favorite) and Yaaka Hula Hickey Dula. Both
songs reached the # 2 spot on the 1916 charts with
recordings by Al Jolson. For the next 14 years, Young
and Lewis would collaborate with composers Walter
Donaldson, Jean Schwartz, Ray Henderson, Harry
Akst and Harry Warren. After 1930, Young continued
writing hit songs, but never collaborated with another
lyricist. Working with composers like Fred Ahlert,
Carmen Lombardo, Harry Warren, Mort Dixon, John
Shiras and Bernice Petkere, he wrote many more hits.
Joe Young died in New York City on April 21, 1939.
In addition to one of the great careers from Tin Pan
Alley, he was a charter member of ASCAP in 1914
and acted as a director from 1926 through 1939.

Fred Ahlert was born with in New York City
on September 19, 1892 and spent his life and career in
Manhattan. After graduating from City College of
New York and Fordham Law School, he got a job
with Waterson, Berlin and Snyder Publishers creating
arrangements for Irving Aaronson and His Command-
ers Orchestra and then for the Fred Waring Glee Club.
His reputation as a composer grew with the special
material he contributed to Vaudeville acts and soon he
was selling his compositions to Tin Pan Alley publish-
ers. In 1920 he had his first hit song, /’d Love To Fall
Asleep and Wake Up In My Mammy’s Arms, co-
written with Sam Lewis and Joe Young. In 1922, his
second success came with Bert Kalmar and Harry
Ruby in I Gave You Up Before You Threw Me Down.
In 1933 Ahlert became a Director of ASCAP, a posi-
tion he would hold for 20 years (except for the 1948-
’50 when he was elected to the position of President).
He also contributed songs for inclusion in the first
Hollywood Musicals including Marianne, Puttin’ On
The Ritz, Free and Easy and In Gay Madrid. On Octo-
ber 20, 1953, Fred E. Ahlert died in New York City at
the age 61. Dave Kester

Dear Friends,

I want to thank all of you who were my
eyes and ears during my stint as Sunshine Chair-
man. My sporadic attendance caused by orthope-
dic challenges and upcoming hip surgery con-
vinced me it was time to step down. I ask you to
give the same cooperation to Gil Krepps as he
assumes the chairmanship.

Sincerely, Bob-Secgel
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e Chapter President: 1 " <

e District Delegate: 1 " <

e Vice President Music and Performance:
9'8/ #

e Vice President Chapter Development:
7"" S/

e Vice President Program: 9 # #'

e Vice President Publicity and Marketing:
A ? "

e Secretary: 8

o Treasurer: = <

Chapter Board of Director Members-at-Large:
1 Year: =
2 Years: 89"
3 Years: =

These members have enthusiastically agreed
to accept these offices and director positions if
elected. Pursuant to our Chapter by-laws, nomina-
tions for the above positions will also be accepted
from the floor at the Annual Meeting on #

3 B- by any chapter member in good standing
and with the approval of the nominee.

The Chorus extends a heartfelt appreciation
to all those who served our chapter this past year.
Without their dedication and leadership we would
not be able to continue in good fraternal spirit.
Those members leaving the Board at the end of
2008 are: Jack Ernisse, Marty Olschewske, Mike
Root, and Bob Wiley.

We expect every new officer to attend the
District’s Chapter Officer Training School on Satur-
day, November 15 in Olean, N.Y. to prepare for
next year.

Respectfully submitted by the 2008 Chapter
Nominating Committee, Bob Campbell’
Allen Weitz
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What’s happening next door?
1

In the block west of Harmony House,
W one building has been demolished, the
"8 land graded, and a sign erected adver-
tising space for lease in The Centers.
The new owner is Ebaum Ventures.

Plans are underway to construct a gourmet
steak house on Main Street with a covered outdoor
patio and a large two-story office/retail building
(9720 sq.ft.) at the north end of the lot. A parking
lot of ninety-four spaces will be created. When a
tenant is found, plans are to construct a third
building of about 3200 sq.ft. twenty feet west of
Harmony House.

% 2# " C To satisfy the
Village Planning Board requirement for parking
spaces, the developers need an easement to use our
land as part of the parking lot and for entrance and
exit from Kircher Park. In addition, they need an
easement from the Insurance Agency on North
Avenue to provide a second entrance.

The Baum family approached us in May to
asked for our cooperation. Our Board of Directors
appointed Brian Moore to head the Negotiation
Committee. The members of that committee are
Don Morgan, Jim Rawcliffe, Cliff
Hayner, Bob Campbell, and Bill Wise

/7 # 2 " C
In return for the easement, they have agreed to
pave our parking area in a new format, provide all
maintenance including sealing, striping, lighting,
landscaping, and snow removal. They have of-
fered to provide a dumpster for our use on their
property to make more parking available. In addi-
tion, they have offered to re-construct our storm
sewer drainage and have it empty into a large un-
derground holding system at the rear of their prop-
erty.

% " 6 # " C The Plan-
ning Board gave final approval on September 4
pending the negotiation of easements with Har-
mony House and the Smith Insurance Agency.

% & #

C Yes, on September 12 we re-
ceived a six-page contract for review. The Com-
mittee has asked David Corretore to act as our
lawyer and prepare a counter-proposal. He has
experience in handling the estate of the Utz fam-
ily, the previous owner, and has no conflict of in-
terest. The committee agreed on nine possible
additions to the proposed legal contract. We will
keep you informed as negotiations proceed.

Bob Campbell, representing the Negotiation
Committee

Here's a nice "fallish" recipe. Made it for

Allen and he said it's a keeper. Hope you enjoy....
- ? n

? 8A" 2" |

Boneless Pork Loin Roast (about 4 lbs.)
Packaged pork stuffing -prepared

1 apple-peeled and diced

Flour

1 Egg beaten with 1 Tbs. water

Bread crumbs

Butter/oil

Apple cider

1/2 C sour cream

Slice a pocket in pork roast. Prepare stuft-
ing mix using apple cider in place of water and
add diced apple. Fill the pocket with stuffing
(save extra to serve on side). Roll roast in flour
and then dip in egg and then roll in bread crumbs.
Melt butter with some oil and brown roast on all
sides. Place roast on rack in roasting pan and pour
cider under rack to steam meat while roasting.
Cover pan with lid or foil and bake at 350 degrees
approx 1 1/2-2hrs until internal temperature of
150 degrees. Strain apple cider in pan and add
sour cream to make a gravy for serving. Aazncy
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Thoughts from the Bobservation Post
1 A2

Where did the Summer go?
The Fall contest is only about a
week away. That’s like tomorrow
in my book. We have a good pack-
age and guys have worked hard to
improve their individual perform-
ance. The coaching from Barry
Towner was great. He told us all what to look out
for and how to better interpret and emote our sing-
ing. Wish more of you could have been there. 1t
was a good time (and a hard workout), but we
learned so much. I’m not sure about retention, but
that’s up to the music team to keep reminding us
and keep us on track.

To those who have asked, Freddie and June
are at their daughter’s and will return the middle of
next month. Thanks to all who have helped me be-
hind the bar. [ need all the help I can get!

Pot luck this month was poorly attended. In
a way that was a good thing; it left more food for
those of us that were there. We all had a great time
grazing through a wonderful variety of food. Joan
Clark provided free drinks at the bar — in remem-
brance of the fifth anniversary of Keith’s death. Five
years, it doesn’t seem possible. Thanks, Joan!

Congrats to Ray Schmidt for being given
the “Sparkplug of the Month” award. In reflecting
on the award, [ have been amiss in my duties. My
apologies to all of those who have received this
award and have not been recognized in the preced-
ing articles. I will try to do better. After all, there’s
always room for improvement — right?

Jim Read is in rehab after getting a new hip.
He sounds in good spirits and is progressing nicely
with his recovery. Keep up the good work, Jim, and
hurry back to Harmony House. We all miss you and
we need that great bass voice of yours on the risers.

Bob Coant has undergone major surgery on
his foot. He is coming along and hopes to be back
on the risers very soon. Give hima call. As you
know, Bob likes to talk and/or just pass the time of
day with friends

Barbara, Joe Kristan’s wife, came very close

to not making it about a week ago. Fortunately, she
was in the hospital when the major problem oc-
curred and they were able to stabilize her in time.
Barb has undergone many surgeries this summer
and really needs our prayers for help and recovery.

Ann Stothard is holding her own. George is
with her every step of the way. It’s not the easiest
thing in the world, but he is there every day. Give
George a call and please keep he and Ann in your
prayers.

Dick Secrist and Ruth are having their chal-
lenges these days. Please keep them in your
prayers.

The Prez is back. It was wonderful to see
him at rehearsal this past week. He is a little lighter
(wish I could say the same for myself), his spirits
are high and actually he looks very good consider-
ing all that he has gone through these past months.
Welcome back, Bill!

I know there are others in the chorus that
need our attention. Jack Zonnevylle, Duke Brooks,
Al Dobbin, and Bud Meech to mention but a few.
Keep them in your thoughts and prayers. It’s the
least we can do. If you can contact them, that would
be great.

Let’s not forget the Gennys. They work
very hard for us. With contest in the near future, we
all take for granted that our uniforms will be ready
when we need them. If it were not for these won-
derful women, we would look a mess on stage. The
Gennys work very hard (in the background) to sup-
port our hobby and they deserve a lot of credit.
Thanks Gennys!

As I am writing this article on September
11, Istill, and will for the rest of my life, remember
where I was and what [ was doing when I heard
about the twin towers being hit by those two planes,
the plane that flew into the Pentagon and those
brave souls who sacrificed their lives, so that others
would not die, while flying over Pennsylvania.

Till next time, I remain your Bobservation
reporter, Bobh-Lewis
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Allan’s Prerogative

I happened to catch a glimpse of a photo
of the 1997 CoG performance at Indianapolis,
the first year I sang with the chorus. Maggie
was our director and we were wearing very col-
orful green vests. We must have done a couple
of Irish tunes. Several things drew my atten-
tion:

e There in the second row, in a small window
between Bobby Mayeu and Brian Moore,
stood little Jason Weitz. He told me that
was his first experience singing at Interna-
tional with CoG. He also revealed that he
was standing on a wooden box that Don
Morgan had constructed for him.

e The chorus was considerably larger in those
days. I counted 68 men on the risers. I re-
call we had over 100 members in 1997.

e Many of those men are no longer in the cho-
rus. In a short 11 years, 31 men from that
photo have left CoG for one reason or an-
other. That is an alarming loss of 45%.

I was surprised last Thursday evening to
discover that the chorus has discarded the SP
plan for the ballad that our guest, Barry Towner,
introduced a few weeks ago. I have to wonder
about the wisdom of changing the program only
nine days before the contest.

If you have never been in the butterfly
room at the Strong Museum, grab one of your
grandchildren and spend an amazing half hour.
One of the best things I’ve seen in Rochester.

Is there even one man in the chorus that
Al Weitz didn’t rush to inform that he defeated
both George Hugel and me in golf last week?

Allan Muskopf

Fall Convention, etc.

; Charles W. Baker High School., 29
E. Oneida Street, Baldwinsville, New York,
13027 (NYS Thruway Exit 37)

% #E % ; Holiday Inn, 441 Electron-
ics Parkway, Liverpool, New York, 13088.

- "6 ; The chorus members should arrive by 10
A.M., Saturday, September 27. The chorus con-
test begins at 11 A.M.

- << " ; Tuesday, October 14.
" ; Tuesday, October 21.
" ; Thursday, October 23.

Harmony for Lunch Bunch, etc.
9'8/ #

Our next meeting will be Wednesday,
September 24, noon, at Cerame’s Restaurant,
Winton Place, just south of the 390/490 Winton
Road exit. Invite any singer who would like to
attend. There is room for all.

We had an excellent coaching ses-
sion on Tuesday, September 7 with
Barry Towner from Toronto. We
all became aware we must be

"6 6#"

. We then need to pre-
sent it that way to the audience. If
we wish to improve our scores, this
will help tremendously. There will be a tape pre-
pared for those who missed the coaching session
to assist in “catching up.” Let us all “get on
board” and have a good showing at the Fall con-
test!

We have establisheda << " # #

to review all our music to see that we
all have the same arrangements, including all re-
visions. This is a big undertaking. Thank you.....
Bill Evans (Chairman), Bob Statt, Glenn Hider,
and Al Weitz. Dick Wood”




